Susan "DUF" Putnam
January 11, 1944 - January 26, 2018

Susan C. Putnam (aka DUF) – (January 11, 1944 – January 26, 2018)
If I was telling this story, I would say:
Susan always said that before she was born, God wrote in His book His Plan for her. It
said she would arrive on this earth in Oconto Falls, Wisconsin. Mother always said that
her hair was the color of a shiny new penny. I say a “Penny from Heaven”. When you find
one, consider it an angel from above. Susan knew God kept her in His heart and would
guide her through the years. She knew that when it was time to go to His peace filled
place, that she would not be afraid.
God picked her mother, Violet (Hyland) Putnam and her father Kendall Putnam. He picked
her siblings, Connie (Ron) Oliver, Mary Ann/Cookie (Gary) Konitzer) and Kent Putnam. He
knew that even though they were all different, they would always be together.
He picked her nieces, nephews and their children and great grandchildren. Then there
were 12 aunts and uncles on her mother’s side and two on her father’s. The last time we
counted, there were over 350 direct descendants. Many shared a laugh or two when we
were together. We could use any excuse to have a party.
God picked more friends than I can even imagine. She touched so many lives and so
many touched hers. I could tell of all her accomplishments through life and there were so
many. But none of that is important as the people she knew and the people that knew her.
Today, she cries tears of gratitude for the journey God took her on. She wanted to thank
everyone of those people, no matter how you touched her. She said, “YOU KNOW WHO
YOU ARE.”
I would say that Susan never let her cancer define her or extinguish her light. She was
confident, kind, full of love and best of all she was funny. She was a gentle clown. She
never did anything to frighten children. If they were afraid, she would wait until something

caught their eye and then if they wanted to see what she had they would move close to
her. Some children wanted to keep her.
Oh, how she made us laugh. Sometimes we cried as she read us stories or poems our
mother had written. So many stories of her first job as an information operator for the
telephone company. Her naivete when someone asked her to look up names of fictional
people.
One of my favorite stories was when her and Cookie had a tea party on the slanted porch
roof at our grandmother’s house. They went through a window and took the table and
chairs. There are stories of how our brother Kent was traumatized by their games. Such
imagination! We really could write a book.
She gave us love, she gave us hope and she gave us strength to let her go to see what
else God wrote in His book. I will watch for her as an Angel sent from God.
She especially wants to thank the Angel that placed her in His wings so they could fly
away. She wants to thank the beautiful doctors, nurses and caregivers that took such
good care of her. She especially will never forget, the Oncology Department or the IR
Department at St. Mary’s and St. Vincent’s Hospitals; the gentle people at Heartland
Hospice who were with her at the end. Added to the list are the neighbors in Oconto Falls
and Green Bay, beautiful teachers at Calvary Pre-School, the people in the ADRC arthritis
class, the people at the YMCA, Everybody’s Yoga Class, Sweethearts Clowns around
Town, Bruce Nelson’s clowns that Face Painted at Brewer’s games and anyone we
missed. God also gave her family strength to care for her. “You know who you are.”
My tears are also for gratitude for being able to say, “Susan was in my life”.
In lieu of flowers, the family will establish a Memorial Fund in memory of Susan.
Our family will have a remembrance of her life sometime in the spring when the flowers
are bursting to life and the bluebirds are here to remind us of the happiness they bring.
Watch for information sometime in March.
Our father Kendall Putnam preceded her in death over fifty years ago.
The Bible verse that talks about God’s Book is: Psalm 139.16.17.18
The Bible verse that talks about His Plan is: Jeremiah 1.4 and .5; 29.11.12.13.14

Comments

“

I remember Susan from her yoga and senior exercise classes in Oconto Falls. I
remember how kind she was to everyone, especially her mother, Violet. Susan had
the perfect voice for yoga; I am so glad that I had the privilege of sharing that time
with her.
Farewell, Susan, may peace be with you, until we meet again.
Sharon Gembicki
Gillett, WI

Sharon Gembicki - May 02, 2018 at 04:06 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear of sue’s passing. She was my favorite substitute teacher and
always the first one I called. Over time we got to know each other and became
friends. May she Rest In Peace.

Mary Jo Albrecht - February 27, 2018 at 10:07 AM

“

So lucky to have met Sue! She was absolutely wonderful! She subbed for me in
classroom and had such a wonderful way with children! She watched my son for me
and taught me how to can tomatoes and make the best tomato soup! I always looked
forward to seeing her at the y and catching up! She will be missed! My deeest
sympathies to your family!

Pamela Raymakers - February 13, 2018 at 11:28 AM

“

What a privilege it is to have loved our sweet Aunt Susie ~ such fun, laughter, smiles,
warm hearted sharing. So many wonderful times and moments she gave us. She
swam in the lake, played in the garden, walked in the woods and lay in the grass
watching stars dance in the night sky with us. She taught me to make our beloved
Sunshine Soup, zucchini bread with sesame seeds and nummy tortellini soup. She
gifted Michael and I with our favorite cook book, a cozy blankie we cuddle with and a
never ending reel of magic that is always with us, just like the blessing that she was
and always will be, living on always in our heart.

Pamela Gee-Oliver - February 05, 2018 at 10:45 AM

“

Sending Prayers to your family...

Chad, Nikki & Jax Grutza
Nikki - February 02, 2018 at 10:20 AM

“

I knew Susan from our yoga class at Everybody's Yoga. She was a very special
person; I knew that the minute I met her. She always had just the right words for
anyone who was having a difficult time. I always used to pick up and put away her
yoga blankets for her. She was so grateful, but it was I who was grateful that I had
the opportunity to know her.
Jeanne McCarthy

Jeanne C McCarthy - February 01, 2018 at 10:02 AM

“

My heart breaks from the loss of Susan.. I know she would not want me to cry but I
know I will miss that smiling face, the comfort she gave me when I had problems and
from losing a great friend that I made at the YMCA. Some day I hope to meet her
again!
Ann Dewick

Ann Dewick - January 31, 2018 at 05:31 PM

“

Sending Prayers to your Family...What a beautiful tribute this was to Suzi. May
Peace and comfort be with you all.

Shelly and Tim Menger
shelly menger - January 31, 2018 at 04:55 PM

“

A GEM. A special friend. A cousin.

Joe and Judy Dolson - January 31, 2018 at 10:09 AM

“

She was so sweet and a joy to be around. Such a big loss to all her family and all her many
friends. She had a lovely smile for all.
Louise & Tex Gee - February 06, 2018 at 11:57 PM

“

1 file added to the album Teaching

April Lersch Konitzer - January 31, 2018 at 08:19 AM

“

Love this!! Susie shared wonderful stories of her times at the Y.
Thank you for sharing.
Pamela - February 05, 2018 at 10:47 AM

“

Suzi, as we called her in Hugh Scool, was a special friend. She was a joy to be with,
full of fun and a faithful friend. She was always true to her self. She was a unique
person. God bless her soul. Sincerely, Bonnie (Preuss) Quinn

Bonnie Preuss Savino Quinn - January 30, 2018 at 12:03 PM

“

One of the best things I have ever done at the YMCA was to ask Susan to join our
team. It was something that I never regretted. She was an absolutely amazing
person and our world is not as bright without her in it. I will miss her, but know that
God is holding her in his arms.

Marcia - January 30, 2018 at 10:38 AM

“

Thank you for inviting Susie "on board". It was such fun to hear about her "Y" adventures
and see some of her"moves" too!!
Pamela - February 05, 2018 at 10:49 AM

“

Our hearts go out to the family of Susan P. Dan and I send our deepest sympathy for
your lose. God be with you at this difficult time.

Janet and Dan McDougal - January 30, 2018 at 10:17 AM

“

Our sympathy to all of Susan's family.

bonnie peterson - January 29, 2018 at 09:27 PM

“

My deepest sympathy for your loss of such a beautiful person, Susan. So glad to
have her touch my life.

Lynn Doudna - January 29, 2018 at 06:00 PM

“

Rosemary Konitzer lit a candle in memory of Susan "DUF" Putnam

Rosemary Konitzer - January 29, 2018 at 04:50 PM

“

Susie, you were so beautiful inside and out. We had so many wonderful times and
gatherings, so many laughs and some tears. You made heaven so beautiful when you
arrived, watch over us and I will continue to look for the pennies. Love you!
Rosemary - January 29, 2018 at 04:53 PM

“

Susan, I was blessed to know you. You were always upbeat and had funny stories to tell.
We will miss you at our Y lunches. Peace to you
Lynn Doudna - January 29, 2018 at 05:58 PM

“

Susan has made an impact on so many lives. I called her my angel clown. Peace and love
will always be in my heart with her memory. Our sympathy to all her family.
Rick and Ellen Ingelli
Ellen Ingelli - January 30, 2018 at 09:18 AM

“

Some people are blessed and some bless us. Susan was one of the best sisters in the
whole wide world. My other sister, Mary Ann (Cookie) was the other best sister as she
never left Susie's side during her last days. Susan gave all of us the strength to "Let Go &
Let God". Mother who now lives at Atrium Post Acute Care loved her so much and will miss
her deeply. Kent & I did what we could. Oh how we all will miss her.
Connie Oliver
Connie Oliver - January 30, 2018 at 11:11 AM

“

I knew Susan when she worked as a teacher at Calvary Pre-School in West Allis. She was
wise in so many ways and shared that wisdom with all of us. She had a booming laugh that
would also make you laugh. Parents, children and staff loved her. I considered her a friend
as did so many others. She drew people to her and took the time to sit and share thoughts
- some pieces of her "wisdom". She would remind me that we can "choose" how to live or
think. Life doesn't control us - we can control our life with how we think about our choices
each day. Susan also loved her other job of working as a clown and making children happy.
My favorite memory is that on a few occasions at a Brewer game she painted the face of
my youngest granddaughter. That is how I choose to remember Susan. She had a
wonderful smile and made so many other people smile. When I think of Susan, I will smile.
Mary L. Bartley - January 30, 2018 at 12:17 PM

“

2 files added to the album Susan

Simply Cremation - January 29, 2018 at 03:37 PM

“

Love these ~ thank you for sharing!!
Pamela - February 05, 2018 at 10:51 AM

