Rev. Alvin Martin Peterson
September 20, 1928 - October 27, 2020

Alvin M. Peterson, 92, passed away on Tuesday, October 27, 2020. Pastor Al was born on
September 20, 1928, in Frederic, Wisconsin. He is the son of the late Harold and Vivian
Peterson. Alvin grew up in Frederic and went to both Frederic Grade School and Frederic
High School and graduated in 1946. After graduation, Al worked on the family farm for
several years before attending St. Olaf College in Northﬁeld, Minnesota. He played
football for the Oles and graduated from the school in 1959. He followed his calling and
attended Luther Theological Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota where he was ordained as a
Lutheran Minister in 1963. Alvin married Edna (Borup) Peterson on June 9, 1956. Their
love grew for 64 years.
Pastor Al ﬁrst served Mt.Carmel Lutheran Church in Milwaukee. From there, he was called
to Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Menomonee Falls. In 1974, Al received the call to be
pastor at Emmanuel Lutheran Church in Seymour. His ﬁnal calling was as interim pastor
for Faith Lutheran Church in Milwaukee. Pastor Al retired in 1994 and was an ordained
minister for over 55 years.
Al was the founding chairman for Good Shepherd Nursing Home in Seymour and was
awarded the Outstanding Citizen for his work in the Seymour Community. Pastor Al
served on many church boards of the ELCA throughout his ministry.
He was a man of the soil and was always concerned for the farming community. Alvin
enjoyed woodworking, ﬁshing, and spending time with his friends sharing Ole and Lena
jokes. In retirement, he enjoyed many memory-ﬁlled summers at Lake Amy Belle and
warm winters in Mesa, Arizona where he loved playing in the men's softball league. He
was a devout sports fan who loved watching the Brewers and Packers.
Alvin is survived by his wife, Edna; two children, Bradley Peterson, and Anne (Chris)
Krueger; grandchildren, Jerad (Shannon) Cliﬀord, Eric (Kelsey) Cliﬀord, and Carissa
Cliﬀord; great grandson, Charles Cliﬀord; and siblings, Kenneth (Lucille) Peterson, and
Reuben (Jean) Peterson.

Al was preceded in death by his parents and sibling Harry (Carol) Peterson.
Due to COVID concerns, the family will hold a celebration of life and share the video for all
to enjoy on the Simply Cremation website.
https://youtu.be/bmovIKuC1Rk
The family would like to extend a thank you to Dr. Rai for his special care and to Amy and
all the nurses and caregivers at Woodside Lutheran Home. Finally, a heartfelt thank you to
all of our friends and family who meant so much to Al throughout his life.

Comments

“

Pastor Peterson, as I knew him during my early teens, made a strong and favorable
impression on me. I still remember his silly jokes (opporknockiny tunes but once) and
his sermons that frequently had props. I'm certain he's missed by many. God bless to
him and his family. - Mark Lockard

Mark Lockard - December 20, 2020 at 10:55 AM

“

Cousin Al was a great mentor to many people at Zion Lutheran Bone Lake. When he
was in the Frederic high school choir they came to St Paul for a concert. I still
remember some of those songs. He was the Sunday School Superintendent and
wrote the memory verse in my confirmation Bible. As adults we would get together in
the winter in Mesa. Edna, I remember when I came to your park for Helen’s wedding.
What good times we had. Cousin Carol Peterson Edwards

carol peterson edwards - November 01, 2020 at 07:14 PM

“

Edna and family: I do so mourn Pastor Al. You both were good friends during a long
period of my life and my families', throughout their growing years and through the
final years of Duane's life and then his death in 1983.You were truly a blessing to us.
I love and miss you!

Judith Pinkall - October 31, 2020 at 03:20 PM

“

https://youtu.be/bmovIKuC1Rk

simply cremation - October 31, 2020 at 01:24 PM

“
“

Watch the service with the link provided above
simply cremation - October 31, 2020 at 01:31 PM

Al and Edna treated my whole family(Ken and Lucille Peterson) to the movie, "The Sound
of Music" when I was a young girl. It was my first movie and has ended up being my
favorite musical.
I also have fond memories of making homemade deer sausage in Al and Edna's basement,
blowing open the casings and filling them. While living in AZ, Arnie and I visited Al and
Edna while they wintered there. We had a fun game of dominoes and a great visit.
Such fun memories of being together!
Our love to Edna and family.
Kay Peterson Wehofer
Kay Peterson Wehofer - October 31, 2020 at 03:09 PM

“

So sorry for the lost love of your life. May God grant you peace and comfort in this hour of
sorrow but strengh of Al’s eternal life with his father in heaven
Gloria Boerst - November 02, 2020 at 09:53 AM

“

Al spent so much time here in Seymour and we all have been so blessed by his
constant love for the community. It was impossible to say no to his requests for
service in our church community. He always made you feel so needed and capable
of doing what was asked of you. You will truly be missed. Our thoughts and prayers
are with Edna and your family.
Marilyn Seidl-Lorenz

Marilyn Seidl-Lorenz - October 31, 2020 at 12:52 PM

“

One additional memory I feel compelled to write about comes from my dad, Ken
Peterson who is a younger brother to my Uncle Al. I grew up hearing fascinating
stories of how my dad and my Uncle Al spent many a summer and fall sawing down
trees by hand and pulling stumps by horse-drawn power on the family farm, to create
tillable land. Sticks of dynamite were sometimes used as well! I have always been
amazed at how this family of 4 boys, who grew up in remote Northern Wisconsin at
the time of true "horse power", went on to each have outstanding professional
careers as pastors, professors and business men. To me, my "Uncle Al" has always
been a larger-than-life figure who came from very humble beginnings to live a
wonderful career caring for others. He was an example for me and my siblings on
how life should be lived.
Nephew, Mark Peterson

Nephew Mark Peterson - October 31, 2020 at 11:35 AM

“

A favorite memory was heading up with my dad and brother to Ontario, Canada for
several summers to fish with Uncle Al and his brother-in-law and friends. Beautiful
country and plenty of walleye, pike and lake trout. We'd pack a lunch for each day,
but would always cook some fish at the lakeside on huge boulders that lined the
shore. At least once per trip Uncle Al would twist his lips as if he had something stuck
inside and pronounce, "Who put the toothpick in the sandwich". It was fun seeing my
pastor dad and pastor Uncle really relaxing, enjoying themselves, and having some
fun in some of God's most beautiful country.
Mark Peterson

Mark Peterson - October 31, 2020 at 10:45 AM

“

I have many, many memories of my uncle. I
Will share one: For 7-8 years my dad (uncle Al’s brother Ken), my brother Mark and I
drove up to meet uncle Al at St. Ignace, Ontario Canada to go fishing. Aunt Edna’s
brother accompanied uncle Al. Those were momentous times with my dad and uncle
together. Besides modeling how two grown men can interact with love and civility, my
brother and I witnessed grown brothers who could appreciate the gifts God has given
us. When fishing we could sometimes park our boats next to wide granite rocks in
the middle of a wilderness lake, fry some fish, and bask in The early Spring sunlight
while “still fishing” for large lake trout and northern pike. On one trip the walleyes
were biting so often that my brother Mark would say, “I’ll count to 3 and have a fish
on.” Sure enough, he would set the hook when he counted ”3” and pull up a nice
walleye! Uncle Al loved fellowship, family and community. He was good to my father
and mother. God now welcomes him home.

Thomas Peterson, (Godson of Al and Edna) - October 31, 2020 at 09:44 AM

“

Many memories with Pastor Pete . Our family is sad and remembering him with lots
of laugh and being with our kids Thur confirmation, and wedding . He was always
there for us .
Rest In Peace pastor Al
Condolences to Edna and family

Joyce krause & family - October 29, 2020 at 01:14 PM

“

Carl Joyce Krause lit a candle in memory of Rev. Alvin Martin Peterson

Carl Joyce Krause - October 29, 2020 at 01:08 PM

